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striking down same-sex marriage bans 
as unconstitutional, same-sex couples 
in 35 States and the District of Colum-
bia are, or will soon be, able to marry. 
This is welcome progress. In modern 
America, no person should face dis-
crimination based on the one they love. 

Despite this’ tremendous progress, 
there is still more to be done. As I said 
when the Supreme Court struck down 
Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage 
Act, ‘‘All couples who are lawfully 
married under state law, including in 
Vermont, should be entitled to the 
same Federal protections afforded to 
all other married couples.’’ Court chal-
lenges will continue in the remaining 
states that do not recognize marriage 
equality. In Congress, there are several 
steps we can take immediately to help 
ensure our federal laws treat all mar-
riages equally. 

Surprisingly, the Copyright Act, 
which protects our Nation’s diverse 
creative voices, still bears vestiges of 
discrimination. A provision in the Act 
grants rights to surviving spouses of 
copyright owners only if the marriage 
is recognized in the owner’s state of 
residence at the time he or she dies. 
This means that a writer who lawfully 
marries his or her partner in Vermont 
or California is not a ‘‘spouse’’ under 
the Copyright Act if they move to 
Florida, Georgia, or one of the other 
states that do not currently recognize 
their marriage. 

Congress should close this discrimi-
natory loophole to ensure our federal 
statutes live up to our Nation’s prom-
ise of equality under the law. It is 
wrong for the federal government to 
deny benefits or privileges to couples 
who have lawfully wed. 

Today I am introducing the Copy-
right and Marriage Equality Act in the 
Senate to correct this problem. The 
bill, a version of which was introduced 
in the House of Representatives by 
Representatives DEREK KILMER, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, and JARED POLIS, 
amends the Copyright Act to look sim-
ply at whether a couple is lawfully 
married—not where a married couple 
happens to live when the copyright 
owner dies. It will ensure that the 
rights attached to the works of our Na-
tion’s gay and lesbian authors, musi-
cians, painters, photographers, and 
other creators pass to their widows and 
widowers. Artists are the creative life-
blood of our Nation, and our laws 
should protect their families equally. 

Statutes like the Copyright Act, or 
laws governing the Social Security Ad-
ministration and Department of Vet-
erans Affairs which also contain rem-
nants of discrimination, are no place 
for inequality in our country. It is time 
to fix these outdated laws once and for 
all. I urge the Senate to pass this im-
portant piece of legislation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2919 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Copyright 
and Marriage Equality Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF WIDOW AND WIDOWER IN 

TITLE 17, UNITED STATES CODE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of title 17, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
the definition of ‘‘ ‘widow’ or ‘widower’ ’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘An individual is the ‘widow’ or ‘widower’ 
of an author if the courts of the State in 
which the individual and the author were 
married (or, if the individual and the author 
were not married in any State but were val-
idly married in another jurisdiction, the 
courts of any State) would find that the indi-
vidual and the author were validly married 
at the time of the author’s death, whether or 
not the spouse has later remarried.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to the death of any author that occurs 
on or after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 576—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20, 
2014, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY OF 
WRITING’’ 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. ROB-
ERTS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 576 

Whereas people in the 21st century are writ-
ing more than ever before for personal, pro-
fessional, and civic purposes; 

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and 
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing; 

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and 
influential in their work; 

Whereas writers continue to learn how to 
write for different purposes, audiences, and 
occasions throughout their lifetimes; 

Whereas developing digital technologies 
expand the possibilities for composing in 
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore; 

Whereas young people are leading the way 
in developing new forms of composing by 
using different forms of digital media; 

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a 
global community; 

Whereas the National Council of Teachers 
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the 
National Day on Writing; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in 
the personal, professional, and civic lives of 
the people of the United States; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction 
and practice at every educational level and 
in every subject area; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to 
write and compose for different audiences, 
purposes, and occasions; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for 

composing, from traditional tools like print, 
audio, and video to Internet website tools 
like blogs, wikis, and podcasts; and 

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States to 
write, enjoy, and learn from the writing of 
others: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of October 20, 

2014, as the ‘‘National Day on Writing’’; 
(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Na-

tional Day on Writing; and 
(3) encourages educational institutions, 

businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and other organizations to celebrate 
and promote the National Day on Writing. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 577—PERMIT-
TING THE COLLECTION OF 
CLOTHING, TOYS, FOOD, AND 
HOUSEWARES DURING THE HOLI-
DAY SEASON FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS 

Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr. 
BURR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 577 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS, 

FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI-
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of the rules or regulations of 
the Senate— 

(1) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may collect from an-
other Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate within Senate buildings 
nonmonetary donations of clothing, toys, 
food, and housewares for charitable purposes 
related to serving persons in need or mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and the families of 
those members during the holiday season, if 
the charitable purposes do not otherwise vio-
late any rule or regulation of the Senate or 
of Federal law; and 

(2) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may work with a non-
profit organization with respect to the deliv-
ery of donations described under paragraph 
(1). 

(b) EXPIRATION.—The authority provided 
by this resolution shall expire at the end of 
the second session of the 113th Congress. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3936. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2410, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2015 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3937. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3938. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3939. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 
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